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of the treaty that Pedro of Arragon should wed the
sister of Navarre. But again was heard the voice of
the Pope, declaring that the marriage, though the
pledge and surety of peace, and of Sancho's loyalty to
the cause of Christendom, being within the third degree
of consanguinity, could not he* The oath which Sancho
had taken to fulfil this stipulation was worse than per-
jury ; it was to he broken at all cost and all hazard.8

But thus inexorable to any breach of the ecclesiastical
canons, so entirely had these canons usurped A.p.ii99.
the place of the higher and immutable laws A^on. ,
of Christian morals, here, as in the case of John of
England, Innocent himself was, if not accommodating,
strangely blind to the sin of marriage contracted under
more unhallowed auspices. Pedro of Arragon, was the
model of Spanish chivalry on the throne. He aspired
to be the leader of a great crusading league of all the
Spanish kings against the Unbelievers. Innocent
himself had the prudence to allay for a time the
fervour of his zeal. The court of Pedro, like that of, his
brother, the Count of Provence, was splendid, gay, and
dissolute: the troubadour was welcome, with his music
and his song, to the joyous prince and the bevy of fair
ladies, who were not insensible to the gallant Xing or
to the amorous bards. But Pedro, while he encouraged
the gay science of Provence, was inexorable tp its rer
ligious freedom. He was hitherto severely orthodox,
and banished all heresy from his dominions under pain
of death. The kingdom flourished under his powerful
rule : the King's peace was proclaimed for the protect
tion of widows,and orphans, roads and markets, .oxen
at the plough and all agricultural implements, olive*

g lipist, i. 556.   Compare AVum    laales de Aragon, xviiu'7.